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Legislative Department 

Seattle City Council 

Memorandum 
 

 

Date: August 2, 2013 

To: Transportation Committee 

From: Martha Lester, City Council Central Staff 

Subject: Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) Legislation at Transportation Committee August 13 

 

At its August 13 meeting, the Transportation Committee will consider proposed legislation to make 

permanent a pilot program for Restricted Parking Zones (RPZs) in southeast Seattle light rail station 

areas.  This memo provides some background on the proposal. 

 

Note that I will be on vacation that day, but Norm Schwab will be at the committee table, along with staff 

from the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT), to help address any questions. 

 

Background 

 

In 2009, in anticipation of the opening of the Link light rail system, the Council enacted legislation 

authorizing the Director of Transportation to create a pilot RPZ program in the Link light rail station areas 

in southeast Seattle.  Under the pilot program, businesses and their employees, as well as residents, are 

eligible to receive RPZ permits.  The pilot was instituted before the Link system opened so it would be in 

place from the beginning to discourage “hide and ride” parkers who might be tempted to drive to 

southeast Seattle, park on neighborhood streets, and hop on light rail. 

 

SDOT implemented the legislation and created pilot program RPZs in the Rainier Beach, Othello, 

Columbia City, Mount Baker, and Beacon Hill station areas.  In these RPZs, without an RPZ permit, one 

may park for only two hours on weekdays between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.  A motorist with an RPZ permit is 

not subject to the two-hour limit. 

 

The pilot program was intended to last four years, with the Council then deciding whether to continue the 

pilot, make it permanent, or discontinue it.  Since 2009, SDOT has monitored parking in the RPZs, and, 

as required by the 2009 legislation, submitted reports in 2011 and 2013 reviewing the pilot program.  

SDOT has concluded that the pilot program has been a success, and that to date, there has been ample 

room on the streets for both residents and employees, as well as short-term customers and visitors, to 

park. 

 

The Mayor recently submitted proposed legislation that would make the pilot program permanent.  That 

bill will be before the Transportation Committee on August 13. 

 

Note that the 2009 legislation provides that if SDOT finds that at least 25 percent of the streets in one of 

these RPZs reaches a specified threshold (at least 75 percent of the parking spaces are occupied, and  

more than 35 percent of the parked vehicles are owned by non-residents), then SDOT would stop issuing 

or renewing RPZ permits for employees.  This provision would continue under the proposed new 

legislation. 

 

 

cc: Norm Schwab 

 


